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Background 

Intellectual property (IP) laws are aimed at promoting the public good in its broadest 

sense, that is, both individual rights and societal interests. Therefore, the exploration of IP laws 

is often associated with the notion of justice.  

Justice is a comprehensive concept that has various meanings, depending on 

perspective. One may say that because justice is an open-ended concept, it cannot serve as a 

guiding principle for legal norms, with which it is often synonymous. The concept of justice 

may also be replaced with other open-ended concepts, such as fairness or equity, but this does 

not result in greater clarity. Yet, justice is a key concept in legal theory and serves as the 

underlying rationale of all legal frameworks, including IP.     

Exploring the interface between IP and justice requires dividing the concept of justice 

into subcategories to better understand the function of law. The question whether IP laws 

function as “enablers” or “barriers” to promoting justice should be framed based on a certain 

meaning or perspective of the concept of justice. Justice may be examined according to 

different school of thought, those adhering to utilitarianism or those stressing moral and ethical 

values; following social, economic, or cultural perspectives; including aspects of distributive 

or allocative principles or elements of restorative justice, all of which are common notions in 

legal scholarship. Procedural justice principles are also prominent in legal discourse. Justice 

can also be historical or global. In the last decade, sustainability has also been elevated to a 

stand-alone type of justice, focused on concrete goals associated with urgent global challenges. 

Likewise, the discourse about inclusivity and fair participation of all groups in society is 

evolving into a distinctive type of justice. All these aspects and types of justice are highly 

relevant to the IP discipline.   

Like many other broad legal notions, justice evolves and reacts to societal 

transformation. Rapid recent technological developments, the emergence of artificial 

intelligence systems, the information society, and the digital economy have produced a new 
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type: digital justice. The old discourse on social, economic, and cultural justice may have 

particular implications when implementing various principles of justice in the digital sphere. 

Some say that it is merely “old wine in new bottles” but others disagree, stressing that we are 

on the eve of a new global social-legal order. Clearly, the digital justice discourse profoundly 

affects the realm of IP.  

Justice is the bedrock of law, and it is being shaped according to the legal framework 

in which it is embedded. At the 43rd ATRIP Congress, we wish to explore the interface between 

IP and the concept of justice, with its theoretical and practical implications for our hyper-

dynamic reality.           

The Theme of the Congress  

The interface between IP and justice is the central theme of the Congress. We ask 

whether, to what extent, and how IP laws promote justice. Because justice is multifaceted and 

changes in a dynamic reality, IP scholarship should also keep pace with social and 

technological developments and accommodate transformations in fundamental legal 

concepts. Next, therefore, we ask whether, to what extent, and how IP laws adapt to new 

meanings of justice. These questions cover both what is and what ought to be, i.e., both 

descriptive and critical studies, from theoretical and practical perspectives. Comparative 

analyses and all research methodologies are welcome. Papers focusing on strictly national 

developments will be considered only if they illustrate ideas with broader theoretical or 

practical relevance.  

We will consider, among others, topics involving IP in general or particular areas of 

IP (copyright, patents, trademarks, etc.) and the following aspects of justice:  

● Theoretical analysis of the concept of justice, including its sub-notions (fairness, equity, 

proportionality) 

● Types of justice, such as social, economic, distributive/allocative, restorative, cultural, 

historical, and procedural 

● Distinctive types of justice, such as sustainability, inclusivity, and fair participation 

● Digital justice, including the exploration of themes such as accessibility of digital 

resources, digital rights, digital literacy, digital inclusion, ethical and responsible digital 

technology (including artificial intelligence) 

● Explicit and implicit mechanisms aimed at adapting IP laws to the evolving concept of 

justice in a dynamic reality  

● Global justice, including tensions associated with the global vs. the local and the global 

north vs. the global south  

● Justice and politics, including geopolitical economy 

● Justice in reality: evidence-based studies  

● Justice (law) in action  

          

On behalf of the Executive Committee, I invite you to submit a paper proposal on a 

topic related to the above call, including an abstract not exceeding 350 words, the author’s 
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name, title, affiliation, and CV. Please indicate below your abstract if you intend to submit 

your paper for publication in the edited volume that will be published after the Congress. 

Care will be taken in the selection process to achieve global diversity.  

Proposals received from ATRIP Members with no outstanding membership fee 

payment will be given priority. Doctoral students are invited to apply for the specific ATRIP 

call for Doctoral Students presentations. The Congress will be held in a strictly in-person 

format. 

 

Submission 

Proposals should be submitted no later than Friday 21st February 2025 via the online form 

at the Congress website: https://jura.ku.dk/english/forms/callforpapers_atrip_2025/. 

Notification of the outcome of the selection process will be sent by end of March 2025. 

 

Prof. Orit Fischman-Afori, ATRIP President (2024-2026) 
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